[The effect of temperature and relative humidity on survival of eggs of the cestode, Monieza expansa (Rudolphi, 1810)].
The survival of Moniezia expansa eggs in the droppings of lambs was investigated at various temperatures in laboratory conditions and on test plots outdoors. The optimum temperature of the livability of M. expansa eggs in laboratory conditions is 5 degrees C; at this temperature 10% of oncospheres survived after 161 days. At the temperatures of 10, 25, 35 degrees C the oncospheres survived 105, 28, 46 days respectively, at -12 degrees C it was 28 days. It was for 21 and 35 days that on the test grassy plots the eggs of M. expansa survived in the droppings of lambs in the summer months of July and August at the average air temperatures of 15.7-18.2 degrees C and relative humidity of 67.7-74.3%. In autumn in September and October, at the average temperatures of 5.8-14.6 degrees C and relative humidity of 65.3-76.7% the oncospheres survived for 49 to 91 days. The M. expansa eggs in the droppings of lambs were able to survive on the test plot. The living oncospheres were demonstrated for 119 days from November 1987 to March 1988, and for 175 days till May by means of experimental infection of intermediate hosts.